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T
his is the second issue 
of the Journal devoted 
to the proceedings of 
a conference sponsored 
by the Pacific Center for 
Special Care at the 

University of the Pacific School 
of Dentistry and hosted by the 
California Dental Association 
Foundation in November 2003. 
The subject of the conference 
was the dramatic increase in 
the number of people with spe-
cial needs needing oral health 
services and the increasing dif-
ficulty these groups and individu-
als are having accessing these services. 
Last month’s issue contained a consensus 
statement developed by an expert panel at the conference 
with recommendations for addressing barriers to good oral 
health that are experienced by people with special needs. The 
issue also contained background papers on new models for 
improving oral health for people with special needs, state and 
national health policy considerations, and alternate financ-
ing models for oral health services for currently underserved 
populations.

In this issue, additional background papers from the con-
ference are included on implications for private practitioners, 
the role of safety net providers and alternate health providers, 
and considerations for educating dental professionals to care 

for special needs populations. In 
addition, a paper has been includ-
ed on the financial implications of 

a national cost-effective program to 
finance oral health services for low-

income individuals who are aged, 
blind, and disabled.

We hope these two issues, 
and the ideas and recommen-
dations contained in them, will 
raise awareness inside and out-
side the profession about the 
critical and growing difficulty of 

maintaining oral health for peo-
ple with special needs. The pro-

fession must be concerned about 
this situation. We must develop coali-

tions and partnerships with those many indi-
viduals and groups who care about these problems, and be 

at the forefront of proposing solutions and advocating for 
their adoption. Doing so will demonstrate our leadership and 
commitment to achieving good oral health for everyone in 
our society, including our most vulnerable citizens.

Guest editor / Paul Glassman, DDS, MA, MBA, is pro-
fessor of Dental Practice, associate dean for Information 
and Educational Technology, and director of the Advanced 
Education in General Dentistry Program at the University of 
the Pacific Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry.
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