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Sacramento, Calif. – In order to educate parents, children, teachers and others about the 
importance of good oral health and new legislation requiring children to have a dental 
check-up by May 31st of their first year in public school, the California Dental 
Association has launched a statewide outreach campaign.   
 
In 2006, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed AB 1433, landmark legislation that 
directs schools to notify parents that children must obtain an oral health assessment, and 
which furthermore, establishes a standard for that assessment.   
 
Tooth decay is the most common chronic childhood disease, more common than both 
asthma and obesity, affecting nearly two-thirds of California’s children by the time they 
reach third grade.  Although tooth decay is easily preventable, it is a progressive infection 
that does not heal without treatment.  Left untreated, dental disease can have debilitating 
effects, including chronic pain, distracting children from learning and impacting their 
ability to eat properly, smile, and feel good about themselves.   
 
AB 1433 promotes the importance of oral health and assist children in receiving the early 
and ongoing dental care they need to remain healthy and ready to learn. This new dental 
check-up requirement applies to kindergartners in their first year of public school, or first 
graders, if they did not attend kindergarten.  Dental evaluations that have occurred within 
the 12 months prior to school entry also meet this requirement.  If a dental check-up 
cannot be obtained, parents may be excused from this requirement by filling out the 
waiver portion of the form provided by the child’s school.   
 
The ultimate goal of CDA’s outreach program is to connect children with a regular 
source of dental care - a “dental home,” identify locally specific barriers-to-care to assist 
communities in responding to their children’s oral health needs, and provide important 
data that can be used for further oral health advocacy. 
 
The new law also encourages the enrollment of uninsured children into Medi-Cal and 
Healthy Families.  “It is estimated that half of California’s uninsured children are actually 
eligible for existing government insurance programs and it makes good sense for families  
 



 
 
 
to utilize these programs to get their children the care they need,” noted CDA President, 
Dr. Ron Mead.    
 
Radio announcements, featuring California Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez, Senator 
Leland Yee and Assembly Members John Laird and Van Tran have already begun to air 
throughout the state, promoting the new Kindergarten Dental Checkup Requirement to 
parents.  CDA plans to build on such outreach with the help of its member dentists, 
through multilingual print advertisements, public television segments, direct mail and 
partnerships with like-minded organizations.   
 
“Good oral health is a lifelong process that should begin at a very early age,” remarked 
Dr. Ron Mead.  “The implications of tooth decay are numerous and if not adequately 
addressed, can lead to more severe and damaging consequences.  Ensuring that our 
children have healthy smiles is critical to helping them achieve bright futures.”  
 
Copies of the required forms can be obtained from the child’s school, on the Department 
of Education web site at www.cde.ca.gov or through a link from the CDA web site at 
cda.org, which offers dental information in many languages, including Spanish, Hmong, 
Chinese, Russian and Vietnamese.   
 
The California Dental Association (CDA) is the nonprofit organizations representing 
organized dentistry in California.  Founded in 1870, CDA is the largest and most high 
profile constituent of the American Dental Association.  CDA contributes to the dental 
health of consumers in California through various comprehensive programs aimed at 
improving dental health.  CDA’s membership consists of more than 21,000 dentists.   
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